Brief comment text:

I am writing today in opposition to NextNav's proposal to re-allocate radio spectrum in the 900 MHz band. In their proposal, they state that this band is "under-utilized" and that re-allocating this spectrum is in the public good because of their commercial interests. I strongly disagree. Innovation in radio has very often occured by licenced and unlicensed amateurs, and having bandwidth to experiment within is important to this process. The development of Meshtastic hardware and software, the rapid innovation of inexpensive hardware and open source software, have led to a massive and growing deployment of these mesh radios by the public. Both within urban and rural areas, the number of nodes is growing exponentially, fueling hardware manufacturing, small businesses assembling nodes for a variety of uses, and building a decentralized free public infrastructure useable by everyone, including first responders and emergency management personnel. Many public agencies have been experimenting or deploying Team Awareness Kit (TAK) software using mesh radios for operations to keep track of personnel and maintain a common situational awareness picture in areas with non-existent or degraded telecommunication infrastructure. The public is building a decentralized communications network to talk with friends and family that will operate in emergencies and natural disasters. To remove this spectrum from public use now, at a time when it's use is rapidly growing, would hurt the public by making all existing deployed hardware worthless overnight, and force movement to a different frequency range. Why is this preferable to instead making a new service (without deployed hardware) use a different frequency range that doesn't have a rapidly growing and multiplying activity already existing on it? This would be harmful to innovation, existing hardware and hardware manufacturers, small businesses, and the general public. 
